
Tracy Johnson
Tracy has been teaching for 15 years. She taught in Pearland ISD, Houston ISD, and Fort 

Bend ISD. She is excited about joining Santa Fe High School, as a Special Education Co-

Teacher. She has been a resident of Pearland since 1997 and graduated from Pearland 

High School, c/o 2000.  She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal 

Justice/Psychology from the University of Houston-Downtown and a Master's in 

Psychology from the University of Phoenix. She has two amazing children (20) and (10). 

She enjoys spending time with loved ones, shopping, and traveling.  She chose Santa Fe 

because it is a smaller district and closer to home. She looks forward to meeting new 

people and joining the Santa Fe community. Please welcome Tracy to our TRIBE!

 

Kristen Hatfield
This is Kristen's first full year of teaching. She comes to Santa Fe ISD from College 

of the Mainland, where she worked as an Academic Advisor for 10 years. Kristen is 

a graduate of the University of Houston - Clear Lake. She is married to her 

husband, Aaron, and they have two amazing children, Cade (15) and Kambree (7). 

In her spare time, Kristen enjoys spending time with her family, supporting her 

daughter at dance competitions, working out, and cheering on the Astros. Kristen 

chose Santa Fe ISD because of her experience as a long-term substitute last school 

year. She looks forward to making her classroom her own, building relationships 

with her students, and teaching students that Math is fun!  She will be teaching at 

Santa Fe Junior High.  Please welcome Kristen to our TRIBE!

Marco Pineda
Marco is married and has 4 daughters. He is originally from Honduras but has been 

living in the United States since 1984. He lived in New York for 14 years prior to moving to 

Houston in 1997. In his free time, he enjoys playing soccer, listening to music, spending 

time with family, and cooking. In 2002, he earned a degree in Hotel & Restaurant 

Management and Culinary Arts from Houston Community College. He began working in 

the industry at the age of 18. His experience in the field is very broad and he has been 

very fortunate to gain experience in different areas within the industry. He has extensive 

experience working in hotels, restaurants, country clubs, hospitals, and retirement 

homes. Teaching has always been a dream of his. He finds great pleasure in passing down 

his knowledge to others, especially the youth. He hopes to bring a lot of enlightenment 

and enjoyment with his culinary expertise to Santa Fe High School students and staff. 

Please welcome Marco to our TRIBE!

Alvin Martin

Al was raised in the Clear Lake area and graduated from Dickinson High School in 

1979. He is married to his lovely wife, Zhanna, and they have 4 children and 3 

grandchildren. He currently resides in League City. Prior to joining SFISD, he 

worked in the offshore oil and gas industry and traveled extensively, which required 

him to spend more than half the year away from home and family. Joining SFISD has 

given him the opportunity to spend more time with his family, and for that, he is 

grateful. He is excited about the new beginning and looks forward to meeting the 

rest of the tribe. His interest currently is to make up for lost time with his 

grandchildren and having family get-togethers for some good barbeque and 

conversation. He is joining the Maintenance and Operations Department. Please 

welcome Alvin to our TRIBE!

Amie Brenton
Amie has been a Family and Consumer Science Teacher for 23+ years and has 

spent the last 11 years at Needville High School, working with students in the 

education and training career pathway. She is excited for the opportunity to 

come to Santa Fe ISD and continue working with students in promoting careers 

in education. She is a graduate of Utah State University and has a degree in 

Family and Consumer Sciences. She grew up in Alvin, Texas, and is happy to be 

moving back to this area. When she is not teaching, she enjoys cooking, sewing, 

and spending time with friends and family.  She will be teaching at Santa Fe 
High School. Please welcomeAmie to our TRIBE!
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Kendra Koester

Kendra attended the University of Houston Clear Lake and graduated with her 

Bachelor's degree in 2014. She is a dog mom to Belle and Bo and they have kitty 

siblings! She is coming to Santa Fe ISD from Space Center Intermediate. She also 

spent time as a life skills paraprofessional at Friendswood Junior High. She loves 

to learn about history and of course, enjoys reading! She chose Santa Fe ISD 

because it feels like a family and she looks forward to being a part of that. She is 

super excited to grow in this district and meet new people! She will be joining the 

Santa Fe Junior High team. Please welcome Kendra to our TRIBE!

 

Paola Brieva
Paola went to school in Bogota, Colombia. She graduated from Politecnico 

Grancolombiano University where she received her bachelor's degree in Psychology 

and minored in Social Studies. She moved to the U.S. in 2017. She previously worked at 

Clear Lake High School, where she developed a passion for teaching. She is married and 

has a son. They enjoy playing board games, watching movies, and spending time in their 

pool, as well as hanging out with family and friends. She saw the opportunity to teach 

Spanish here at Santa Fe High School and felt it would be a great chance for her to 

continue her development in education, as well as be a part of this great community. 

She is most excited about being able to teach her language to students who want to 

learn it and share a part of her Latin culture with them. She is looking forward to 

meeting everyone in person and having an amazing school year! Please welcome Paola 

to our TRIBE!

Mariah Lugo

Mariah previously worked at Dabbs Elementary in Deer Park, but just 

recently moved to Santa Fe and wanted to find something closer to 

home. She also heard that Santa Fe ISD was a good district from 

previous coworkers. She is very excited to be starting at a new school 

and getting to know everyone. She will be joining the Kubacak 
Elementary team. Please welcome Mariah to our TRIBE!

Alicia Lambremont
Alicia attended Alvin Community College and graduated with her 

Associate's Degree in Teaching. She and her husband recently got 

married and they have a blended family with five wonderful children. 

They love baseball, so you will find her at the baseball fields cheering on 

her kids. She also enjoys going swimming and jet skiing on Lake Conroe 

with her family. She has worked with children for many years in 

childcare and is very excited to start her dream career working with 

SFISD. Her husband graduated from SFISD and her children attend too. 

She cannot wait to join the tribe! She will be working at Kubacak 
Elementary. Please welcome Alicia to our TRIBE!

 

Farley Owens
Farley has been teaching and coaching for the past 22 years. He started coaching 

after playing football and graduating from McMurry University with a B.A. in 

History. He spent two years coaching the offensive line at Fayetteville State 

University where he also earned his Master’s Degree in Political Science. Since 

2002, he has been teaching history and coaching football, baseball, basketball, and 

track in the state of Texas. He has a passion for helping students and athletes be 

successful both in the classroom and on the field of play. He is a firm believer in the 

wisdom of Douglas MacArthur when he said “On the fields of friendly strife are 

sown the seeds that on other days, on other fields will bear the fruits of victory.” He 

will be teaching and coaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Farley to 

our TRIBE!
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Janet Henderson
Janet was born and raised in Houston, Texas, and attended the High School for 

the Performing and Visual Arts. After high school, she graduated from the 

University of Texas with a degree in Music Education. She has been a band 

director/music lesson teacher in Galena Park ISD, Clear Creek ISD, and LaPorte 

ISD. She is married to her husband, John, and they have three children together.  

She enjoys her time with her kids, sports, and making scrapbooks. She has also 

worked in Santa Fe ISD for the last 4 years as a private music lesson teacher. She 

really enjoys the culture in the district. She is excited to meet and teach some 

fine young musicians! She will be teaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please 

welcome Janet to our tribe!

 

Hailey Knight

Hailey graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a 

Bachelor's degree in Science. She has a sweet cat named Arlo.  She 

loves being outdoors, reading, and trying new foods. She is so 

excited to be at Santa Fe High School for her first year of teaching. 
Please welcome Hailey to our TRIBE!

Terri Hamiter
Terri is a sixth-generation Texan, born in Austin, but raised in Houston. She graduated 

from Dobie High School. She attended Baylor University where she earned a degree in 

Education and Sociology. She taught in Pasadena ISD, Galveston ISD, and O’Connell High 

School before being recruited to design public education programs for the Texas Seaport 

Museum/Elissa and the Lone Star Flight Museum. She met her husband, Bart, while sailing

as crew of the 1877 Elissa and HMS Bounty. They have two adopted daughters and five 

young grandsons, three of whom will attend Kubacak Elementary this year. Texas History 

has always been a passion of hers. The stories her grandparents and great-grandparents 

shared made history come alive. She is so excited to bring together her love of all things 

Texas and the experiences she has in both classroom teaching and museum education to 

instill that same Texas knowledge and pride in her students. She will be joining the Santa 
Fe Junior High team. Please welcome Terri to our TRIBE!

Macall Brandenburger
Macall is thrilled to be one of the Santa Fe High School Aquatic and Food Science 

teachers as well as a Track and Field coach! She served in the Army National Guard, right 

out of High School. She attended Tarleton State University, graduating with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Psychology. She has worked in early childhood education as well as 

been a paraprofessional and substitute for Alvin ISD. She has coached her kids' basketball, 

soccer, and volleyball teams. Teaching science and coaching has always been a passion of 

hers. She has been married to her husband for 14 years and together they have three 

beautiful children. She likes to spend time outside fishing or riding horses with her kids, 

working on their sport and their hobbies, as well as DIY projects with her husband. She 

also has two mastiffs! She grew up in a small town outside of Fort Worth that reminds her 

a lot of Santa Fe. She is so eager to be a part of the team, where "together we can empower 

our students to meet high academic expectations and encourage a growth mindset to take 

with them throughout life! Let’s go Indians!" Please welcome Macall to our TRIBE!

Samantha Hughes
Samantha is from Southeast Louisiana. She is married and has a son and a daughter. This 

will be her 12th year in education and 3rd year as an Instructional Coach. She has 

experience in special education and general education, in K-5 and 9-12. While in 

Louisiana, Samantha also held the position of Teacher Leader Advisor for the state 

department of education. Samantha has a Bachelor’s Degree from Southeastern Louisiana 

University in Special Education with add-on certifications in Elementary Education and 

Early Childhood. Her Master’s Degree is in Curriculum & Instruction from the University 

of Louisiana at Monroe, where she is also completing a second Master’s in Educational 

Leadership. Coaching and working with teachers is truly her passion in education and she 

is very excited to continue this journey with Santa Fe ISD. In her free time, Samantha 

enjoys spending time with her family and exploring their new home in Texas. She has 

joined the Wollam Elementary team. Please welcome Samantha to our TRIBE!
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Amber Crooks
Amber is a recent graduate from the University of Houston Clear Lake. As the oldest of 

three, it’s safe to say she has been working with younger kids most of her life. She is 

relatively new to the education field, however, she did her internship through UHCL at 

RJW in 2020 and has been working as a substitute teacher throughout the district for the 

last year. As an avid reader, she loves to encourage students to explore a wide range of 

books because a good story can take you to places you never expected. She also likes 

drawing, as Art can be a great medium used to express oneself. She chose to go into 

education for the kids, and while they remain her favorite part of the job, she found 

herself drawn in by the positive and supportive work environment here at Santa FE ISD. 

Based on her previous experiences and the great changes coming this year, she can easily 

say she's excited to get started.  She will be a paraprofessional at the Alternative Learning 
Center. Please welcome Amber to our tribe!

 

Kassi McWhirter

Kassi will be joining the Alternative Learning Center team. 
Please welcome Kassi to our TRIBE!

Julio Olivares
Julio is from Houston TX.  He grew up in a faith-based home, which largely 

impacted his career decisions leading him to attend Texas Bible College. There, he 

gained his passion for teaching and helping people from all stages and walks of life. 

After that, he attended South Coast Welding Academy, where he developed his 

second passion, welding! He quickly discovered that teaching and welding went 

well together and soon doors began to open for teaching welding. He has taught at 

a couple of other schools prior to Santa Fe, but whenever this position was offered, 

he decided to take it and is excited to join the team. Prior to this, he met the love of 

his life and is getting married on August 4, 2022.  He is a learner at heart, so 

naturally, he enjoys reading, studying, and learning! He will be joining the Santa 
Fe High School team. Please welcome Julio to our TRIBE!

Stacy Neal
Stacy is so excited to be a new teacher here at Santa Fe High School! She 

graduated from Friendswood  High School. She has a Bachelor of Arts in 

English from The University of Houston. She also attended The University 

of Texas in Austin and Alvin Community College. She taught ELA and ESL 

at Galena Park High School for eight years. Before that, she worked in the 

advertising and entertainment industries on movies, commercials, and 

music videos. She lives in Santa Fe, where she enjoys gardening, reading (of 

course), and going out on her little boat. For the 2022–2023 school year, she 

is most excited about implementing the Reader’s & Writer’s Workshop in 

her senior classrooms! Please welcome Stacy to our TRIBE!

Jason Case
Jason was born in New Orleans, LA, and grew up in Texas. He graduated from UHCL in 

2018 with a BFA in Art Education with EC-12 Teacher Certification. Prior to 2018, Jason 

earned two Associate Degrees from Lee College along with Auto-CAD Certification, 

worked at an engineering firm in Houston as an entry-level draftsman, was a substitute 

teacher, and coached junior high and high school soccer. He has taught HS visual art for 

the past four years in GCCISD. Jason is married to his best friend and wife, Laura, an Art 

teacher in Clear Creek ISD. Aside from educating his students and creating visual art, he 

enjoys cooking, road trips, visiting beaches, and gaming. He is looking forward to working 

at Santa Fe Junior High, gaining beneficial experience, and working with his new co-

workers to help inspire their art students through the understanding and creation of visual 

art. He is very optimistic about getting to know the Santa Fe community and is proud to 

now be part of Santa Fe ISD! Please welcome Jason to our TRIBE!
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Maria Medina

 Maria will be joining our Santa Fe Junior High team. 

Please welcome Maria to our tribe!

 

Kassi McWhirter

Emmanuel Mangione

Emmanuel will be joining the Transportation Department. Please 

welcome Emmanuel to our TRIBE!

Debora Moran

Debora will be joining our Barnett Elementary team. Please 

welcome Debora to our TRIBE!

Catherine Lehman

Catherine will be joining our Creative Explorers team. Please 

welcome Catherine to our TRIBE!
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